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WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

Low national awareness Champion success more



HIGHLIGHTS

Future Founders highlights its programs in depth, but can 
improve the way it highlights the people involved.

Future Founders frequently posts content on all social media 
channels, but the content is not garnering enthusiastic 
engagement. 

Media coverage is focused more on quantity over quality and 
hits are far apart.
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WEBSITE 
SECONDARY RESEARCH



SOCIAL MEDIA
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MEDIA EXPOSURE
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TWITTER ENGAGEMENT
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

How do we position Future Founders nationally 
as a leading organization for collegiate 
entrepreneurs, while balancing our Chicago 
community focus? 

What strategies are Future Founders employing 
to recruit the highest potential talent and what 
tactics can it employ to better promote their 
current student entrepreneurs?
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METHODOLOGY

9 online surveys completed by Fellows 

3 in-depth Fellow interviews 

2 staff interviews with Katie & Ethan

PRIMARY RESEARCH



HIGHLIGHTS

Participants value building relationships with peer groups and 
professionals.

Future Founders helps students in Discover, Ignite and 
Startup programs build skills that result in a well-rounded 
entrepreneur.

Fellowship participants are highly satisfied with their 
experience. 
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MEDIA HABITS
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FUTURE FOUNDERS
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FUTURE FOUNDERS
PRIMARY RESEARCH

If you participated in the Fellowship program, how likely are 
you to recommend it to someone else?

responded that they are highly likely to 
recommend the program. 



FELLOW INTERVIEWS
PRIMARY RESEARCH



TARGET AUDIENCE

Discover/Ignite: 
Chicagoland Schools and 
Students

Startup: Top Talent in 
Chicago and Across the 
Nation

Donors and Sponsors Entrepreneurial Community



Entrepreneurship is about people.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP IS ABOUT PEOPLE.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Storytelling
Media Relations
National Scaling



STORYTELLING

➔ Branded cohorts
➔ Social media/website strategy
➔ Participant spotlights



BRANDED COHORTS







MEDIA RELATIONS STRATEGY

➔ Establish key messages
➔ Pitch to college publications
➔ Pitch to strategic reporters and influencers
➔ Hire a communications intern



KEY MESSAGES

Future Founders 
builds relationships 

between young 
entrepreneurs and 
their peers as well 

as with the 
professional 

entrepreneurship 
community.

Future Founders 
provides 

age-appropriate and 
stage-appropriate 

training and 
resources that lead to 

well-rounded 
entrepreneurs. 

Future Founders 
Fellows are making 

an impact by 
creating jobs, 

raising capital and 
building revenue. 



TARGET PUBLICATIONS



MEDIA RELATIONS
Entrepreneurship of All Kinds Built In Chicago



SCALING NATIONALLY

“
“

There was a limited number of upperclassmen to look up to 
and they were all engaged with Future Founders which gave 

the organization automatic ethos to me.

Vinesh Kannan, 2017 Future Founders Fellow
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